
 

Summary of Grant Awards to 

All Campuses 
Round Twenty-Nine (Fall 2015) 

A (Maker)space for PALS 
Castleman Creek Elementary/Woodgate Intermediate 
                                                                            
Makerspace provides a place to further encourage students to 
design, experiment, build, and invent with various tools and 
supplies. By including high school PALs in the space, the 
Makerspaces become community building centers that encourage 
collaboration, conversation, and relationship building. Designated 
Makerspaces are an opportunity for our Midway PALs to have a 
positive peer influence on our students as they visit the elementary 
and Intermediate campuses each week.  
 
Amount Funded:                 $1565 
Students Impacted:            120 
Expenditure per student:  $13.04  
Named Grant Sponsor:      Fidelity Bank of Texas 
Primary Grant Writers:     Beth Hair, Julie Overpeck      

The Write Stuff 
South Bosque Elementary 
 
Writers have the ultimate power to influence others through their 
work. Writing is not just a subject in school, but rather a form of 
communication and way to express ourselves. It is important to 
practice writing in order to gain the necessary skills needed to excel 
in this area.  In order to plant the seed of passion for writing, we 
believe that having a writing center helps build a strong foundation 
on which they will grow. 
 
Amount Funded:                 $2985 
Students Impacted:            88 
Expenditure per student:  $33.92 
Named Grant Sponsor:      Grande Communications Passion and 
                                               Commitment Investment Club 
Primary Grant Writer:       Melle Bain, Trista Barnett, Jennifer Davis, 
                                               Kim Umhoefer 

Active Body, Engaged Learning 
Spring Valley Elementary 
                                                                            
Sitting in a classroom for an elongated period of time can cause 
distraction and loss of focus. Bouncy Bounds provides students with 
the opportunity to engage in quiet stretching of their legs or tapping 
of their feet in a silent manner. This enables them to retain their 
focus or regain an interest more independently with less teacher 
redirection.  
 
Amount Funded:                 $1750 
Students Impacted:            90 
Expenditure per student:  $19.44  
Named Grant Sponsor:      Educators Credit Union 
Primary Grant Writer:       Ailsha Devlin 

Lightbox – Shining Enhanced Media to Higher Student 
Engagement and More Fun! 
Woodway Elementary 
 
Lightbox is enhanced media eBook title that creates excitement for 
science and social studies topics with the use of Google Maps, 
overlays, slideshows, vocabulary and many more. It delivers a 
unique student-centered learning experience. Students have 24/7 
access to these books and all of their custom features on the iPads 
or computers at home with internet access. 
 
Amount Funded:                 $4800 
Students Impacted:            600 
Expenditure per student:  $8.00 
Named Grant Sponsor:      Pete and Robbye Rusek 
Primary Grant Writer:        Lori Johnston, Emily Tawater 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Diggin’ the Past – Exploring the Mystery 
Woodgate Intermediate 
 
The Waco Mammoth, now a National Monument, is right here for 
us to explore! 5th grade science students are expected to identify 
fossils as evidence of past living organisms and the nature of the 
environments at the time using models. Studying clues and 
investigating evidence, students find answers on a field trip back in 
time and also allows them to learn about past environments.  
  
Amount Funded:                 $2225 
Students Impacted:            300 
Expenditure per student:  $7.42 
Named Grant Sponsor:      Community Bank & Trust 
Primary Grant Writer:       Ashley Stroud 
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It’s All About That Bass! 
Woodway Elementary 
                                                                            
In an elementary music classroom, students need to experience a 
broad range of sounds and instruments. The Orff-Schulwerk 
approach teaches music and movement to children and helps them 
develop the skills needed through the use of instruments. Through 
the purchase of bass metallophone, contrabass/subcontrabass bars 
and stands for mobility, students have the opportunity to play bass 
range pitches in music class which can help with pitch recognition 
and accuracy. 
 
Amount Funded:                 $3255 
Students Impacted:            510 
Expenditure per student:  $6.38  
Named Grant Sponsor:      Brian Townley 
Primary Grant Writer:       Lorie Crowder      
History in Flo-tion 
Midway Middle School 
 
Imagine students being actively involved, engaged, and invested in 
learning not only about American History but all of their core 
classes. Now imagine that all we need is a website to provide 
different learning tools and the ability to create their own content 
driven raps. Flocabulary provides a series of quizzes, flashcards, 
educational rap videos and so much more. It is the resource that 
makes those things possible because it is accessible for every 
teacher and student on the entire campus.  
  
Amount Funded:                 $4800 
Students Impacted:            1200 
Expenditure per student:  $4.00 
Named Grant Sponsor:      Lisa & Chuck Lewis 
Primary Grant Writer:       Tori Schoenfeld 

“3D” WOW!-Dream It, Design It, Deliver It in the Palm 
of Your Hands 
Midway Middle School 
                                                                            
Using a 3D printer to design, dimension, and create can be the tool 
that best helps with having a collaborative effort between students 
in different classes and subject areas. An object is imagined by an 
art student, dimensioned by a math student, and then programmed 
by the GTT student and formatted and created by a 3D printer 
creating that object.  
 
Amount Funded:                 $4650 
Students Impacted:            400 
Expenditure per student:  $11.63  
Named Grant Sponsor:      Dr. Melanie Illich 
Primary Grant Writer:       Becky Winkler, Larry Ross, Rhonda Goff      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dare to Compare: CSI Midway 
Midway High School 
 
Getting a taste of “REAL” activities that are part of crime solving and 
using field specific equipment is a major part of the CSI Midway 
experience. A comparison microscope allows students to perform 
skills that have brought crime solving to a whole new level. 
 
 
Amount Funded:                  $1500 
Students Impacted:             180 
Expenditure per student:   $8.33 
Named Grant Sponsor:       The Allergan Foundation 
Primary Grant Writer:        Kasha Gorham 
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Hands on Body Systems 
Midway High School 
 
“Hands on Body Systems” has students build body systems in a 
manner that helps them understand complex structure and 
function, see system interrelationships and apply medical concepts 
and skills. These creative, informative, and engaging activities help 
students retain information better. These activities will be utilized in 
Medical Terminology and Anatomy and Physiology.  
  
 
Amount Funded:                 $3095 
Students Impacted:            160 
Expenditure per student:  $19.34 
Named Grant Sponsor:      Pearson Construction, Inc. 
Primary Grant Writer:       Barbara Madison 
 


